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Dear MEP,

You may have seen that Karl Heinz Florenz has been criticised by Fabrizio Bartot (
http://www.clivebates.com/?p=1486#more-1486 ) over his support for medicinal regulation of e-cigarettes. Here
are 3 issues which you may want to raise with Mr Florenz:

1. The Safety of E-Cigarettes

Karl-Heinz Florenz does not quote a single academic study to support his view that safety issues justify medicinal
regulation of e-cigarettes. You might ask him to give his thoughts on the following:

 Drexel University, August 2013: “the study released today confirms that chemicals in e-cigarettes pose no
health concern for users or bystanders”

 Hajek, Lancet, July 2013: “the chemicals that make cigarettes dangerous are either absent or present only in
trace concentrations”

 Inhalation Toxicology, October, 2012: ”the study indicates no apparent risk to human health from e-
cigarette emissions”

 Professor Robert West of University College London: “the risk is negligible, and compared with smoking there
is no contest”

 Professor John Britton of the Royal College of Physicians: “if all the smokers in Britain stopped smoking
cigarettes and started smoking e-cigarettes we would save 5 million deaths”

2. Equal Treatment for E-Cigarettes

Karl-Heinz Florenz calls for “a level playing field” between e-cigarettes and the nicotine replacement therapy (NRT)
products like the gum and patches produced by pharmaceutical companies. But the “playing field” e-cigarettes
compete on is against tobacco cigarettes. And financial experts say e-cigarettes are winning:

 EU Sales in 2012: e-cigarettes replaced the equivalent of over 2.5 billion tobacco cigarettes across the EU
(based on the Commission’s figures)

 Wells Fargo, January 2013: within 10 years there could be more e-cigarette users than tobacco smokers
 The Guardian Newspaper, 9 July 2013: shares in British American Tobacco and Imperial Tobacco are

downgraded because e-cigarettes are reducing cigarette sales
 Goldman Sachs, August 2013: e-cigarettes are a key disruptive technology undermining tobacco companies’

business model

There is no evidence that NRT products, introduced 30 years ago, have reduced cigarette sales. One of the reasons
e-cigarettes have been so successful is because their regulation has been light enough to allow innovation. By
contrast medicinal regulation has been so expensive for pharmaceutical companies that it has stopped them from
innovating their nicotine products: “NRT products represent a classic example of the stifling effect of medicinal
regulation. There have been no major improvements since they were introduced” Hajek, Lancet, July 2013.

3. Legal Certainty
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Karl-Heinz Florenz says that medicinal regulation of e-cigarettes would provide legal certainty. Yet the classification
of e-cigarettes as medicines has already been rejected by four courts in the EU. In addition, a former Advocate-
General to the European Court of Justice, Sir Francis Jacobs, said in July 2013 that medicinal regulation is “a very
extreme and intrusive form of regulation” that is likely to be annulled.

Let me be transparent. I work for the UK e-cigarette company Zandera Ltd which supports the creation of a
regulatory framework for product quality & safety across the EU. Has Karl Heinz Florenz been transparent with you?

Kind regards,

Charles Hamshaw-Thomas
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